
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 7 May 2002] 

 p9980b-9980b 
Mr Arthur Marshall; Mr Kucera 

 [1] 

WELL WOMEN'S CLINICS, MANDURAH AND PINJARRA 

1576. Mr Marshall to the Minister for Health 

(1) Is the Minister aware that women living in Mandurah and surrounding areas as far as Pinjarra are 
alarmed and upset that the Well Womens Clinics have been closed in both towns? 

(2) Will the Minister explain - 

(a) why this Clinic was closed; 
(b) will it be re-opened; and 
(c) where do the women go for check-ups now? 

Mr KUCERA replied: 

(1) I am aware that the Well Women's Clinic has been closed and I understand that there has been 
community concern that this closure has caused.  The Peel and Rockingham/Kwinana Health Service 
operated only one Well Women's Clinic in the Peel region, and not two as suggested in the question.  
The clinic was based on the Peel Health Campus site. 

(2) (a)  The Clinic, which bulk-billed consultations and pathology requests, was closed following a 
review by the Health Insurance Commission (HIC) who stated that 'under Section 19.2 of the 
Health Insurance Act, Doctors could not bill the Commonwealth for services provided under 
an arrangement with the State Government.' 

(b) There is every intention to re-open a clinic in Peel.  Alternative proposals are being examined 
that ensure compliance with HIC regulations, with a target of re-opening by July 2002. 

(c) An arrangement has been made with the Rockingham Women's Health Centre to provide this 
service.  Transport is available for women if required.  Alternatively, there are a number of 
practices in the Peel region that employ female doctors and who provide this service.  
Unfortunately many of these practices do not bulk-bill. 

 


